
On August 30, 2015, Clearbrook held a very 
special Open House for a new community 
intergrated living arrangment (CILA) house, 
and the four women who live there had the 
opportunity to give their families tours of their 
home. A highlight for the more than 90 attendees 
was seeing the bedrooms, each one specially 
decorated for its occupant. The CILA was 
donated by the late Patricia and Donald F. Hoeg, 
and 17 of their relatives were able to be there to 
celebrate the Hoegs’ gift, reminisce about the 
past, and wish the new residents well.

Pat and Don Hoeg raised five children (Tom, 
Bob, Don, Mary and Susie, a current Clearbrook 
client) in the Mount Prospect home. The siblings 
recall a dynamic place where good times, love, 
and acceptance happily coexisted. One of their 
sons, Don, Jr., shared, “When we moved into 
our house in 1964, it came alive with energy and 
laughter. Even after we all grew up, our parents 
never wanted to live anywhere else. The house 
was their special place. It had character, like a 
member of the family.”

To the siblings’ delight, Clearbrook transformed 
it into a bright, comfortable, and highly functional 
living space for the women. “We have such great 
memories of living there, and it’s amazing to 
see how beautifully Clearbrook renovated the 
house and tailored it for these clients,” Don said. 
“They will build memories here just like our  

family did. There is no question our parents 
would wholeheartedly approve.”

During their lifetime, Don and Pat taught their 
children the importance of giving back, leading by 
example. “They were interested in many causes, 
but they were truly passionate about Clearbrook 
because they had experienced firsthand the 
impact their services have on people’s lives,” 
Don explained. “Susie has lived in her CILA 
for 15 years. Clearbrook has given our sister a 
full life, and it enriched our parents’ life as well. 
They especially enjoyed knowing and working 
with the incredible people who are members of 
the Clearbrook Guardians organization. They 
were so grateful to Clearbrook for all it did for 
Susie, and so they were tireless in their volunteer 
efforts in support of its clients and programs.”

To make a truly special event even more so, 
the Open House was celebrated on what would 
have been Don and Pat Hoeg’s 65th wedding 
anniversary. “We were euphoric about everything 
that day! The whole family was on cloud nine,” 
Don stated. “We thought back to when Susie 
was able to move into a home like this, and how 
grateful we were as a family, and still are. To be 
able to help do that for someone else’s family is 
so exciting.”

“I hope more people will consider making a gift 
like this,” Don continued. “It’s very satisfying 
to know our home is in great hands, and to 
see it continue as a working representation of 
our parents’ values. The home is a wonderful 
legacy to our parents, who always gave so much  
to others.” 

To discuss gifts that can enrich the lives at 
Clearbrook, as well as your family, please contact 
Kelly McGraw at 847.385.5014.
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Family Home Becomes Home to a New Clearbrook Family

Guests celebrate the Hoeg family generosity and 

new Clearbrook CILA.

Creating Opportunities for  
People with Disabilities

This holiday season, please consider making 
a gift to benefit the clients, programs and 
services offered by Clearbrook.  Help 
us exceed our annual goal of providing 
opportunities for 7,000+ children and adults 
with developmental disabilities by making a 
tax-deductible donation today!  Contributions 
can be made safely and securely online at 
www.clearbrook.org, by mail via the enclosed 
envelope, or by calling 847.870.7711.  Thank 
you for supporting our Clearbrook Community.

Please make the clear choice… Clearbrook!
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Ford’s tag line “Go Further” perfectly describes 
the long time partnership between Clearbrook 
and Arlington Heights Ford on Dundee Road.  
Going further at the Arlington Heights Ford 
dealership means surpassing the customer’s 
expectations for service year after year.  They 
have also gone further to provide Clearbrook 
with unwavering support through sponsorships 
and active participation in many important 
events.

The partnership between Arlington Heights 
Ford and Clearbrook began simply enough; 
Clearbook needed fleet service for their many 
vans, buses and trucks and went to local business 
leader, Arlington Heights Ford.  That was nearly 
15 years ago and the relationship has grown over 
time to include corporate support of Clearbrook’s 
casino nights, participation and sponsorship 
of the Women’s Golf Classic, and Arlington 
Heights Ford’s most generous sponsorship of 
Clearbrook at the Chicago Auto Show’s First 
Look for Charity black-tie preview event.  

Owners Tony Guido and his brother John, opened 
their doors in 1984 and boast that one-third of 
their employees have been with them for 20 plus 

years; one of only many reasons they have won 
the Ford President’s Award for 26 years running.  
Based upon consumer surveys, Arlington 
Heights Ford is number 1 in the country for 
customer service and satisfaction.

“Supporting Clearbrook is an easy choice,” said 
Tony Guido.  “Clearbrook’s structure is excellent.  
They are a local charity providing important 
programs and services to the developmentally 

disabled all across Chicago-land.  We like to give  
back to local charitable organizations and build 
long-term relationships.”

“Clearbrook employees have a passion for what 
they do for others” added Cindee Manaves, 
Arlington Heights Ford Fleet Manager and 20 
year employee. “I am continually impressed 
with how well Clearbrook is managed even in 
the midst of challenging funding.  It is great 
to see people who are differently abled living 
their lives with joy and meaning because of the 
opportunities Clearbrook creates for them. We 
are thrilled to be a part of that work.”

Clearbrook is equally thrilled to have Arlington 
Heights Ford as a distinguished corporate 
partner. “Our relationship with Tony and Cindee 
has evolved over the years” said Laura Warren, 
Clearbrook’s Director of Marketing. “The 
support that Arlington Heights Ford provides 
makes a profound impact at Clearbrook and our 
clients directly benefit from that support.”

For more information regarding this partnership, 
or beginning one with Clearbrook, please  
contact Laura Warren at 847-385-5374 or 
lwarren@clearbrook.org. 

Go Further with Arlington Heights Ford

Cindee Manaves and Tony Guido are proud 
Arlington Ford has been voted #1 for customer 
service and satisfaction.

400+ Astellas employees spent an afternoon 
volunteering to benefit Clearbrook’s  
deserving clients.

On Wednesday, October 28th Clearbrook 
was the proud beneficiary of Astellas’ Global 
Service Day initiative.  As part of their ongoing 
commitment to “Change Tomorrow Today” 
Astellas, a pharmaceutical company based out 
of Northbrook, encouraged their employees to 
participate in a variety of activities to support 
the programming of Clearbrook.  Employees 
helped contribute to Astellas’ annual goal of 
10,000 volunteer hours, in honor of its 10th 
anniversary, by constructing bookshelves and 
assembling more than 600 kits, blankets and 
baskets to be used by Clearbrook to support our 
clients. 

“The work Clearbrook does to improve the lives of 
people with disabilities in over 160 communities 
throughout Chicago is remarkable,” said Jeff 
Winton, senior vice president, Corporate 
Affairs, and chief communications officer. “The 
passion our employees show is a reflection of 
our commitment to changing tomorrow for 
people around the world.”

Changing  
Tomorrow Today

The Season of  
Giving
With the holidays upon us, Clearbrook is 
blessed to have so many volunteers, corporate 
partners, supporters and neighbors embracing 
the season of giving.  We’ve welcomed groups 
from Crawford & Company, Astellas, BMO 
Harris Bank, Capital One, ADP, Avalon Salon 
and Day Spa, MetroSquash, and many others.  
Our clients have been treated to outings 
courtesy of Microsoft, complimentary dental 
work from Acierno Dental, and were even 
guests for a beautiful Thanksgiving feast at 
Christus Victor Lutheran Church.  Thank you 
to all of Clearbrook’s partners – near and  
far – for giving of your time and treasure this  
holiday season.

The stylists from Avalon Salon and Day Spa 

treated Clearbrook clients to a day  

of pampering.

Clearbrook Clients are treated to Thanksgiving 

dinner at Christus Victor Lutheran Church. Clearbrook clients enjoy a day exploring the 
Microsoft Store at Woodfield Shopping Center.



Page 3  •  Winter 2016 CHANNEL
Clearbrook

Birdies, Bogies & Buddies
Despite a short rain delay, nearly 120 golfers enjoyed the beauty of Exmoor 
Country Club in Highland Park as well as 18 holes of challenging golf at the 
Clearbrook Challenge held on August 10. The first year event was hosted 

by Peter Billmeyer and Victor Sanmiguel founders of Bespoke Commercial 
Real Estate. “We wanted to combine our enthusiasm for golf with our passion 

for supporting Clearbrook and the people it serves,” said Peter Billmeyer. “It is 
our goal to grow the outing to one of Clearbrook’s premier fundraising events.”

In addition to the amazing amenities offered by the Club, guests were treated to lunch, cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, dinner, and a silent auction.  Course activities ranged from a beer tasting to selecting a golf 
glove courtesy of Larry Hayes and Simple Path to testing their skills at shooting a ball from a ball launcher 
(similar to a golf-ball-firing bazooka). One of the highlights of the silent auction included tickets to a 
Chicago Blackhawks game as well as the opportunity to meet Hawks defenseman, Brent Seabrook!

Event sponsors included Bespoke Commercial Real Estate, Hamilton Partners, The Horton Group, Joshua 
Jandris, Jones & Cleary, and Simple Path.  

For more information about next year’s event, including sponsorship opportunities, contact Kristen Daniels 
at kdaniels@clearbrook,org or Don Marquis at dmarquis@clearbrook.org.

Last Swings for Clearbrook

With steady hands and a focused eye, Pat McKillen 
of Chicago, prepares to ‘launch’ his shot toward  
the tee.

Larry Meger (left) and Doug Ryan (right) are all 
smiles at the 7th Annual Last Swings Golf Outing 
benefitting Clearbrook.

We would like to extend an enormous thank-you 
to two of our supporters, Larry Meger and Doug 
Ryan, who coordinated the 7th Annual Last 
Swings Golf Outing that benefitted Clearbrook 
this past year. This amazing golf outing took 
place on Friday, September 11th at Fox Run 
Golf Links in Elk Grove Village, attracted more 
than 100 golfers and featured 18 holes of golf, 
prize holes, raffles, open bar, dinner, and live and 
silent auctions. Larry and Doug, we appreciate 
you generously donating your time and talents to 
create an incredible event!

Warm weather, happy pets, and a monster boom 
box did not disappoint this year at Clearbrook’s 
2nd Raise the Woof Pet Festival on Saturday, 
September 12 at Melas Park in Mount Prospect. 

Back again this year, the morning began with a 
2k pet walk around Melas Park where participants 
were cheered along by other attendees. The park 
was filled with vendor booths that featured a 
variety of games, demonstrations, activities, and 
giveaways. New this year was a petting zoo and 
pony rides, obedience training, face painting, 
photo booth, and food trucks and returning for 
their second year was the puppy kissing booth, 
dog bath station, dog rally, adoption zone, and 
crafts for kids. For those with a competitive edge, 

six contests were available- Best Dressed, Look-A-Like, Best Trick, Most Unique Trick, Best Eyes, and 
Most Enthusiastic Tail- and winners got to take home fabulous prizes. 

This year’s sponsors and vendors included: Arlington Dog House, Centegra Pet Partners, Chicagoland 
Lab Rescue, Costco, Edward Pet Guardian, Invisible Fence of Chicagoland, La CocinitaMarch Animal 
Hospital, Northwest Obedience Club, Inc., Save-A-Pet, Subaru, Tailchasers Incorporated, and Veterinary 
Specialty Center of Buffalo Grove. 

Couldn’t make it out to Raise the Woof in 2015? Don’t worry! Raise the Woof will be back next  
year on Saturday, September 11. Check our website frequently for details of next year’s event,  
including new activities!

Bark About It! Clearbrook’s Raise the 
Woof Pet Festival

One of many dogs who showed his skills at 
the Dog Rally!

Special thanks to the team at Midtown Athletic 
Club for hosting the first annual Yogathon, 
benefiting Clearbrook, on Saturday, October 
24th.  Dozens of participants were treated to a 
day-long yoga retreat featuring classes, wellness 
information, healthy food choices, gifts and 
camaraderie – all for a great cause.

Good Karma and 
Great Energy
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Nearly 300 foodies and Clearbrook supporters 
returned to Arlington Toyota-Scion in Palatine 
as the venue for Clearbrook’s 7th Annual Around 
the World Food Tasting event on Tuesday, 
October 20. Guests mixed and mingled as they 
tasted international-themed signature dishes 
from 21 local restaurants. The 2015 tasting 
was generously presented by Meijer, and other 
additional sponsors included Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and Illinicare Health.

The evening held a new surprise this year with 
knife skill demonstrations by Cook, Cork & Fork 
cooking school. Other great highlights from the 
night included a raffle to win a tip to Cancun, 
Mexico, a chance to win exciting prizes from 
the “Pick A Card” game, and opportunities to 
take home delicious bakery items from the Cake 
Walk game, as well as a silent auction.

Participating restaurants included local 
favorites: Brazil Express, Blackfinn American 
Grille, Copper Fiddle Distillery, Gianni’s Café, 
Level 257, Lou Malnati’s, Maggiano’s, Mago 
Grill & Cantina, On The Border Mexican Grill 
& Cantina, Organo Gold Coffee, Pear Tree 
Catering, Pinstripes, Pure Juice Café, Tap House 

Grill, The Ram Restaurant and Brewery, Seasons52, Spice Grill, Something’s Cooking Catering,  
Sweet T’s Bakery and TTowa Korean Bistro.

Special thanks to Arlington Toyota-Scion for hosting this truly special event again this year.  For more 
information about Around the World 2016, please contact Hillary Mittelman at 847-385-5009 or 
hmittelman@clearbrook.org.

Food Lover’s Paradise

Thank you to all of our tasting sponsors, pictured 
here Natasha (left) and Maura (right) from On the 
Border Mexican Grill at Clearbrook’s 7th Annual 
Around the World Food Tasting presented by Meijer.

Wine and Dine with 
Liquor Barn

Each fall, Clearbrook’s dedicated Associate Board hosts a swanky special event and this year’s theme 
was a Night on the Orient Express.  On Saturday evening, November 14th, Loft 644’s urban setting in 
Chicago was transformed in to the Orient Express – featuring live jazz music, whiskey tastings, photo 
fun, good company and a great cause.

Guests, sponsors, volunteers and supporters enjoyed the event and most importantly, raised the critical 
funds necessary to help support Clearbrook’s clients. Our thanks go out to everyone who attended for 
taking an active role in Creating Opportunities for People with Disabilities.  

Clearbrook Associate Board member Kalin Buer enjoys a night with her family aboard the Orient Express.

On Friday, November 20, The Liquor Barn 
Holiday Beer, Wine and Spirits Fest was held 
at Chevy Chase Country Club in Wheeling. 
Clearbrook was the proud beneficiary of this truly 
special event and members of the Clearbrook 
staff team were on site to help greet the 650+ 
guests.  The evening began as attendees swirled 
and twirled their glasses with the opportunity to 
sample over 150 exclusive wines, 150 extravagant 
spirits, and more than 150 different craft beers 
from 60 vendors. Guests were treated to signature 
drinks and gladly sipped and celebrated the night 
away.  Clearbrook extends sincere appreciation 
to our new friends from Liquor Barn for hosting 
such a special evening and supporting our cause.  
Cheers!

All Aboard!

Vendors share spirits and holiday spirit with guests 
at Liquor Barn’s annual special event.

The crowd builds at Chevy Chase Country Club for 
the 2015 Holiday Fest.
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There’s Always Time For Wine & Friends
Smell, sip, swirl and taste all evening at the 52nd Annual Grapevine 
Friends Wine Tasting event featuring delicious wines and special 
editions of craft beer!

Join us at the Westin in Itasca on Saturday, February 27th for an 
evening of wine and craft beer tasting, gourmet food stations, a 
cash raffle, live and silent auctions. Make the evening into a special 
weekend with a hotel rate of $79 a night for any Clearbrook guests. 
Guest can also have the chance to dance the night away with live 
music performed by “Hooked on Sonics.” 

Proceeds benefit Clearbrook’s Employment Services Program, which 
offers meaningful ways for our adult clients with disabilities to 
engage in work both within the community and in our workshop. 

Wine connoisseurs, novices and all those who want to enjoy a glass or pint for a good cause are 
welcome. Tickets are available for $100 per person. 

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit clearbrook.org/friendswinetasting or contact Hillary 
Mittelman at 847-385-5009 or hmittelman@clearbrook.org

Save the date, our wine tasting 
welcomes craft beer and wine  

again this year!

Clearbrook’s 28th Annual Shining Star Ball, 
will dazzle the night away on Friday, April 29 
when it delights guests to dinner and dancing 
at the Four Seasons Hotel in Chicago. “The 
Shining Star Ball Committee has created an 
event so spectacular that it has become our 
largest grossing fundraiser,” said Clearbrook 
President Carl M. La Mell. This year the 
Ball will honor Edward J. Wehmer, President  
and Chief Executive Officer of Wintrust 
Financial Corporation.

This $500 per person black-tie gala begins 
with cocktails and a silent auction at 7:00 p.m. 
followed by dinner and a live auction at 8:00 
p.m. Music will be provided by The Dan Hayes 
Orchestra and will continue until midnight 

Proceeds will underwrite residential and day programs as well as the Clearbrook Clinic. Last year, the Clinic provided more than 20,000 hours of services in 
the areas of occupational, physical, speech and language therapies, along with counseling, behavioral supports and psychological consultations.

The 2016 raffle features a choice of two fabulous prizes. On the enclosed insert, you may purchase raffle tickets for $50 each or six for $250 and select your 
desired raffle prize(s). A receipt will then be mailed to you, along with your tickets. Winner need not be present.

 R1 $5,000 Cash Windfall – There is nothing better than a pocket full of money... think of all the fun you could have if you are the lucky winner of  
  this $5,000 cash windfall. Take a trip, throw a party, buy yourself a wonderful piece of jewelry, make over a room, go on a golfer’s dream  
  weekend... the possibilities are endless. Courtesy of a Friend of Clearbrook.

 R2 Shopping Spree – Shop until you drop at houseware and furniture giant Crate and Barrel with this $1,000 gift card. Courtesy of  
  Carole & Gordon Segal.

  For more information about the Ball, please contact Gloria Drake at 847-385-5012 or gdrake@clearbrook.org.

Shining Star Ball Raffle Features $5,000 Cash Prize

Thank you to our Shining Star Ball committee for working tirelessly each year to make the Ball a spectacular event.

Leading By Example
The 2015 Speak Up and Speak Out Summit was held on November 2nd at 
the Hilton Hotel in Springfield, Illinois.  Clearbrook was proudly represented 
by clients: Terrence, Sam, Ann and Stuart, and Activities Director, Tim 
Jones.  The Clearbrook contingent was joined by more than 500 other  
self-advocates from nonprofit organizations across the state for an empowering 
meeting about finding one’s own voice.  Each year the Summit is organized 
by the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities, and Clearbrook looks 
forward to participating alongside our peers.

Terrence, Sam, Ann and Stuart represent 
Clearbrook at the 2015 Speak Up and 
Speak Out Summit.

While in Springfield, Clearbrook 
clients visit the famous  
Lincoln Tomb.

 2016
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Test Your Luck!

A table of gamblers test their luck at Blackjack.  
Will you win big at Clearbrook’s next Casino 
Night? Join us March 5, 2016.

While Italy may be oceans 
away, the rich decadent 
flavors it brings to the 
cultural table are not! When 
you mix together these savory 
delicacies with supporting 
an amazing cause, your heart 
(and stomach) is sure to be full. 
Clearbrook’s PAL (Partners in 
Adult Learning) Program will 
host its 19th Annual Maggiano’s 
Little Italy fundraising event at the Streets of Woodfield in Schaumburg 
on Sunday, March 13. Join more than 200 guests for an afternoon of appetizers, 
a traditional family-style meal, beverages, and fantastic live and silent auction items. Past 
items have included Bears, Blackhawks, and Cubs tickets, airline tickets, and a GoPro Camera and this 
year’s items promise not to disappoint!

PAL is a partnership between Clearbrook, Northwest Special Recreation Association, 
Community Alternatives Unlimited, and families of young adults over 18 years of age 
with developmental disabilities and physical challenges who have graduated out of the  
school system. 

To learn more about PAL, purchase tickets, donate an auction item, or purchase an ad in the program 
book, please contact Paul at 847-609---29 or pjochim@aol.com, or visit palprogram.org.

An Italian Escape

Join the Party!
Do you love what you read on the pages of 
The Channel?  Would you like to get more 
involved with Clearbrook’s commitment to 
serve those with developmental disabilities?  
Join us!  Rewarding volunteer opportunities 

exist with our clients, programs, special events 
and committees.  Career opportunities are limitless as well – in 

the city or the suburbs - for every vital role from direct service providers to office 
and programming staff.  To learn more visit www/clearbrook.org/volunteer and  
www.clearbrook.org/jobs.  

Slip

and intersections at locations throughout Chicagoland. Every donor will
receive a package of Jelly Belly Candy.
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Celebrating One of our Own:  
2015 CFO of the Year

Clearbrook is proud to announce that our dedicated Vice President of 
Finance, Joan Kearney, was recently recognized for being a leader in the 

field by the Daily Herald Business Ledger.

Nominated by their peers and selected by a panel of Business Ledger 
managers, the 2015 CFO of the Year Awards honored 11 area 
executives for the critical role they play in their company’s fiscal 
health.   Deservedly so, Joan was recognized for her work in the 
nonprofit arena and revered for her commitment to Clearbrook’s 
financial stability.  

In one of the lowest funded states for people with disabilities, Joan 
has consistently led Clearbrook to healthy growth in operating 

budget, employees retained and most importantly – clients 
served.  Please join us in congratulating Joan on this well-earned 

achievement!

Grilling at Its Best
For over 30 years, the Arlington Heights Kiwanis 
Club has grilled hamburgers and hot dogs and 
provided soft drinks on Labor Day for our clients at 
the Lattof Commons in Rolling Meadows.  Sadly, 
this was the last barbeque as this Kiwanis Club is 
disbanding due to declining membership. We have 
shared many wonderful and fun meals together. 
From the bottom of our hearts, we thank all the 
Arlington Heights Kiwanis members including 
(from left to right) Marty Schaer, Pedro Nunez 
and Tracy Martin for always including us in your 
holiday plans. 

New Orleans  
Welcomes Clearbrook

In mid-August, six Clearbrook clients took 
a privately paid, fun-filled fieldtrip to New 
Orleans. Clients enjoyed everything from the 
fabulous food to visiting the alligator zoo and 
enjoying the New Orleans nightlife. Pictured here  
(from left to right) Annie, David, Terry, William, 
Donald and Lisa.

Happy Anniversary

Happy five year anniversary to Donna for 
receiving her five year diploma for her 
dedication and commitment to working at 
Mariano’s. Congratulations to Gary and 
Edwin who have also received their five year 
diploma. We are proud of our clients and all of  
their accomplishments.

Forever in Our 
Memories
Philly Vondrak (client) – 
The ACES Program lost 
a valuable member in 
Philly. Born on June 
9, 1953, Philly had a 
smile that could light 
up the room. She 
was a Clearbrook 
client for 18 years, 
most recently participating 
in the ACES (Activities & Creative 
Experiences for Seniors) Program. Philly’s 
favorite activity during her time with 
Clearbrook was playing with dolls. 

Chris Zermuehlen (client) – Chris was 
a gentle soul, 
formerly of 
C l e a r b r o o k ’s 
Freeman home, 
who really 
enjoyed being 
with people 
and especially 
e n j o y e d 

goofing around with 
fellow housemates and staff! Chris was 

always smiling, and it was infectious for all 
those who were graced to spend time with 
him. Chris loved being with his family and 
was very motivated by his faith and by the 
friendships he gained over the years. You 
could not say a negative thing about Chris 
as friend, family member, or as a person.  
Chris loved participating in activities, 
especially bowling. 

Dawn Place (client) –
Dawn was loved by 
all who met her.  She 
was a huge fan of 
Mickey Mouse and 
all things Disney. 
Dawn had a great 
sense of humor and 
loved to be silly  
with her housemates.

Herb Murrath (staff, supporter and parent) 
– Mr. Murrath, a 
beloved Clearbrook 
staff member, 
supporter and 
dedicated parent 
to Clearbrook 
client, Carol 
Marie Murrath, 
passed away in 

October 2015.  Our 
thoughts go out to Herb’s wife, Grace, 

children and grandchildren – his selfless 
demeanor and legacy of generosity is an 
example to all of us.



On a regular basis, I remind 
Clearbrook staff that for every 
person we serve, there are many 
more who have yet to be served.

In the last year alone, Clearbrook 
has provided quality services, 
programming and resources to 
7,000+ of those individuals.

In the 60 years before then, 
countless others.

This year, more than any other in recent history, 
we’ve had to be creative and diligent in order 
to continue setting the bar for the manner and 
method in which those services are provided.  
Illinois has always performed poorly when it 
comes to providing funding for those who need 
it most; ranking 47th out of 50 states in support 
for people with intellectual/developmental 
disabilities.

However for those who look to Clearbrook, 
that impasse bears little impact – the need 
remains.  Clearbrook is committed to meeting 
those needs.  We spent our 60th anniversary 
year creating new opportunities for clients by 

expanding our CHOICE program 
model into new cities, opening 8 
new Community Integrated Living 
Arrangements, and welcoming 
dozens of new direct service 
personnel to our staff of more than 
900.  It was business as usual; trying 
to beat the challenges and meet the 
needs of the community.

As we look to the New Year, I 
encourage you to help us build on 

that momentum.  Consider volunteering your 
time.  Approach your business about matching 
donations and double your impact.  Fulfill a 
client’s Holiday Wish List.  Contribute in your 
own way. Let this be a standing invitation – if 
you have an idea, a good intention, time or a 
gift to share – we have a need for it.  Please 
contact us.

On behalf of the clients and families of 
Clearbrook, thank you for taking an active 
role in our proud past and strong future.  We 
couldn’t do it without you.  In fact, we can only 
do it with you.
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Donate Now & Donate Often
In each edition of the Channel, we enclose a 
remittance envelope for contributions. If you 
have it in your heart (and wallet) to financially 
support Clearbrook, please take the time to 
fill out this envelope and send it to us now. 
Whatever you can afford at this time would 
be much appreciated. Thank you in advance!

President’s Message

If you are among the millions who get their social networking kicks on Facebook 
or Twitter, please be sure to like or join our cause on them. Indeed, Clearbrook 
has a presence on both of these popular websites and, with your help, we can 
further spread the word about our life-enhancing programs and services. In  
particular, the goal of our presence on Facebook (facebook.com/clearbrook) and 
Twitter (@clearbrook1) is to connect people to Clearbrook and our mission in a 
new way. So, jump on board with us or encourage your internet savvy kids to do 
so and then recruit your friends to the Clearbrook cause.

On Trend: Clearbrook on Facebook and Twitter

February 12, 2016
First Look for Charity at Chicago 
Auto Show

February 27, 2016
Friends Wine Tasting

March 5, 2016
Clearbrook Guardians Spring 
Casino Night

March 13, 2016
An Afternoon with PAL

April 9, 2016
Mad Hatter Mayhem Pub Crawl

April 29, 2016
Shining Star Ball

FEEL GOOD ABOUT DONATING 
TO CLEARBROOK

Say YES to ratios that consistently beat the 
recommended standards used by watchdog 
agencies, such as Better Business Bureau, 
CharityWatch and GuideStar, to evaluate 
the financial performance of a non-profit 
organization. Clearbrook leads the pack with 
only 8% applied to administrative overhead.

CONSIDER REGIFTING SOME 
HOLIDAY GIFTS
If you receive gifts you cannot use, think of Clearbrook. We 
are always looking for donations for silent auctions and other 
events we host throughout the year. Consider donating:

 • Gift cards or certificates

 • New kitchen gadgets, picture frames, or other  
  home accessories

 • Children’s toys and books

 • Wooden and plastic baskets

For more information or to donate, please contact

Kristen at kdaniels@clearbrook.org or 847.385.5005.


