
Childhood Friends Create Fund to Honor 
Clearbrook President

Good friends are worth their weight in gold. This 
sentiment holds more than true in the real-life 
example of Clearbrook President Carl M. La Mell 
and his long-time friendship with Glen and Wendy 
Miller of Bannockburn. “Carl and I met when he 
was 12 and I was 11. We clicked right away. It’s 
a relationship that has never faltered,” explained 
Wendy.

In fact, it only deepened when Wendy introduced 
then-boyfriend Glen to her good buddy, Carl, when 
they were in high school. Three was company. 
Wendy continued, “Carl’s life has been intertwined 
with ours in every way since that time. Glen and 
I have always been Carl’s biggest fans and fully 
support him.”

For the past 20 years, Carl has become synonymous with his advocacy work for people with intellectual/
developmental disabilities at Clearbrook. So, when the conversation recently arose between the three 
of them to create a charitable fund in his honor, it was immediately clear that the goal was to leave a 
lasting legacy benefitting Clearbrook clients. The Carl M. La Mell Cultural Recreational Fund was thus 
born, thanks to the graciousness of the Millers and their Glen and Wendy Miller Family Foundation.

“Clearbrook is such an integral part of Carl’s life,” added Glen. “This fund was started in his honor to 
celebrate his passion for helping others, particularly those with lesser capabilities. Nothing means more 
to Carl professionally than giving his clients exposure to the broader world. So, together, we are paying 
it forward through this new fund.”

Initiated to provide ongoing financial support to Clearbrook, the Carl M. La Mell Cultural Recreational 
Fund commemorates our organization’s namesake by offering unique experiences to our clients with no 
administrative overhead – from amusement and leisure activities to educational, artistic, enlightening 
and enriching opportunities.

“I’m completely humbled by the establishment of this fund,” commented Carl, whose vision and 
commitment has led Clearbrook to service 10 times the clients with only three times the annual budget 
during his 20 year presidency. “The Millers are very important to me and for them to set this up in my 
honor is beyond my wildest expectations. It warms my heart to know that our clients will benefit from 
it for years – even decades – to come.”

To donate to the Carl M. La Mell Cultural Recreational Fund, please contact Kelly McGraw  
at 847-385-5014 or kmcgraw@clearbook.org.
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Old McClearbrook 
had a Farm
On Wednesday, June 24, several of our clients 
took a field trip to Historic Wagner Farm in 
Glenview. While there, they learned about 
livestock, discovered the crops being grown, 
explored interactive exhibits and climbed up top 
a tractor. Hee haw!

Three is never a crowd: (from left to right) Clearbrook 
President Carl M. La Mell with best friends and 
supporters Wendy and Glen Miller
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Nicor Advanced Energy (NAE) is proud to 
celebrate a decade of giving and support ben-
efiting Clearbrook, a non-profit serving around 
7,000 children and adults with intellectual/
developmental disabilities in over 160 com-
munities throughout Chicago and the suburbs. 
With a recent donation of $2,000, presented at 
Clearbrook’s Palatine location, over $10,000 
has been granted to the organization from NAE 
to specifically support the Rolling Meadows 
group home. 

“Our clients thrive in environments where they 
feel secure and relaxed,” explained Clearbrook 
President, Carl M. La Mell. “We are able to 
enhance this for them partially through the aid 

of donations, such as this grant from Nicor 
Advanced Energy,” he continued.  

Recently, Nicor Advanced Energy employees also 

demonstrated their commitment to Clearbrook 
by rolling up their sleeves and volunteering at 
the Palatine location. NAE volunteers worked 
on a gardening project and later, worked on a 
hands-on vocational activity side-by-side with 
the clients. The community-minded NAE is right 
on target with the mission at Clearbrook. 

“It’s an honor to be able to help these deserving 
men and offer them the kind of support that 
ensures they continue to have a place to call their 
own,” says Susan Hodge, Manager, Marketing 
for Nicor Advanced Energy. “For the Fremont 
residents, life is good and we’re happy to  
do our part.”

Robert Grist might be best described as a 
renaissance man. He taught middle school math 
for 39 years, has been a licensed pilot for almost 
30 years, is a diver who has fed sharks at the Shedd 
Aquarium for 35 years, and has had non-singing 
roles in 34 productions at the Lyric Opera. “My 
wife Lena and I love living in Chicago because 
of the culture here,” Robert said.

Robert also loves the Chicago-area because his 
only daughter, Lee, lives nearby in a Clearbrook 
group home. Now 53, Lee is part of Clearbrook’s 
ACES (Activities and Creative Experiences for 
Seniors) Program, where she has a busy schedule 
and “fantastic care,” according to Robert. “They 
go on different outings, like bowling or out to 
eat. Lee receives monthly reviews and nutritional 
assessments,” Robert explained. “The staff at 
Clearbrook is fantastic. They track Lee’s progress 
and keep me informed.”

Unfortunately, Robert, like many parents 
of children with intellectual/developmental 
disabilities, has experienced less than stellar care 
for his daughter over the years. “Lee did really 
well at a small special needs high school in New 
York,” Robert said. “She learned to read and even 

got a job in a warehouse when she graduated. But 
when she had to move a couple times to different 
facilities, they didn’t have programs in place to 
keep Lee busy and her skills deteriorated. 

“Thankfully, we heard about Clearbrook,” Robert 
continued. “Lee attended the day program before 
she became a resident. When Lee moved to 
Clearbrook, she participated in the workshop 

where the dynamite staff got to know her. She 
loved working there, regained many of her skills 
and was really happy.”

Lee continues to enjoy Clearbrook and Robert 
visits her routinely for their customary lunch 
dates. He feels that Clearbrook “has been 
lifesaving” for him as well. “What would happen 
to these kids without Clearbrook?” Robert asked. 
“That’s why I support Clearbrook because I know 
what happens when a place like Clearbrook does 
not exist.”

Robert has made regular donations to Clearbrook 
since Lee became a client. He also plans to set up 
a gift in his estate plans. “It’s hard to put into 
words what Clearbrook has meant to us,” Robert 
said. “I sleep better at night knowing the gifts 
I’ve made will benefit a place where my daughter 
and other clients have stability, compassion and 
excellent care.”        

Gifts to Clearbrook can be as unique as the 
people who give them. For more information 
about how to make a gift that is right for you, 
contact Kelly McGraw at 847-385-5014 or 
kmcgraw@clearbrook.org.

Renaissance Man Makes Good at Clearbrook

Nicor Grant Benefits Clearbrook Home

Flashback fun: Robert Grist with daughter, Lee, back 
in the day.

Not only does Rolling Meadows-based A.H. 
Management Group treat their customers right, 
but they also demonstrate exemplary generosity 
to charitable causes like Clearbrook. As a caring 
and courteous supporter for more than eight 
years, A.H. has contributed a lot of various 
snacks to several of our annual events, including 
Summer FunFest and the client holiday party. 
They have additionally donated a set of tickets to 
a Chicago Cubs game to our Shining Star Ball’s 
silent auction. 

According to Mark Hesch, Chief Operating 
Officer of A.H. Management Group for the past 
32 years, “Clearbrook is one of our select charities 

because they’re really great at helping people 
with disabilities, which we have a heart for as a 

company. This has become an important part of 
our company’s culture – from our management 
team to our drivers and mechanics.”

“Over the years, I’ve spoken with several of 
A.H.’s representatives at our Getz Building in 
Palatine and see firsthand how positively they 
interact with our clients,” detailed Don Marquis, 
Clearbrook’s Director of Corporate Relations. 
“They’re always patient, kind, understanding and 
even playful. Just the kind of thing you hope to 
find in your vendors turned corporate partners.”

For more information about forging a corporate 
partnership with Clearbrook, please contact Don 
at 847-385-5302 or dmarquis@clearbrook.org.

Clearbrook clients enjoy snacks donated by A.H. 
Management Group at our 2015 holiday party.

Corporate Spotlight: Managing Long-Term Partnership with  
A.H. Management Group
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Volunteers Ensure Sweet Success for  
Clearbrook Jelly Belly® Days
On Friday, May 15 and Saturday, May 16, nearly 1,000 volunteers stood in the sunshine and rain 
at intersections and storefronts in 20 suburbs of Chicago to collect donations for the 26th Annual 
Clearbrook Jelly Belly® Days.

Clearbrook is fortunate to have the most dedicated 
volunteers who come out year after year to strut their stuff 
with cans in hand. Heather Owino, for instance, has been a 
volunteer for more than four years and for the past three of 
them, she has been accompanied by her twin seven-year-
old daughters Catherine and Julianna. Explained Heather, 
“It’s a great experience for my daughters to learn about 
giving back at a young age and we look forward to helping 

out each year.”

Thank you to everyone who helped support the 2015 
Clearbrook Jelly Belly Days and especially to the 
following additional companies, organizations and 
schools for their contributions: Advisory Group, A.J. 
Gallagher, American Airlines, Arlington Trotters, 
Baird and Warner, Bank of America, AVP Home 
Loan Fulfillment, Barrington High School, Boy 
Scout Troops, Buffalo Grove High School, Canon 
Business Solutions, Citi Retail Services, Conant 
High School, CPCU CAUA, CPCU/Zurich Global 
Corporation, Daily Herald, Fremd High School, 
Gallagher Bassett Services/Home, GAP, Girl Scout 
Troops, Hoffman Estates High School, Insperity, 
Irv’s Luggage, Kutchins, Robbins, & Diamond, 
Ltd., Lake Zurich High School, Maine South High 
School, Mariano’s, Palatine Opportunity Center, 

Palatine Rotary, Palatine Women’s Club, Picket 
Fence Realty, St. Viator High School, Wheeling High 
School and Woodfield Corporate. 

A special acknowledgment to the Jelly Belly Candy 
Company for donating 180,000 packages of their 
signature candy and the BMO Harris Bank branches 

in Arlington Heights and Palatine for straightening and counting all of the deposited money.

To get involved in the 2016 Clearbrook Jelly Belly Days to be held on Friday, May 20 and Saturday, 
May 21, please contact Hillary Bade at 847-385-5009 or hbade@clearbrook.org.

Elvis Presley has left 
the building and happily 
collecting donations for 
Clearbrook Jelly Belly Days 
at the intersection of Wilke 
Road and Euclid Avenue in 
Arlington Heights.

Volunteer group 
Arlington Trotters 
enjoyed the day while 
collecting donations 
at the intersection 
of Arlington Heights 
and Golf Road in 
Arlington Heights.

On Friday, April 24, a dazzling crowd of Chicago’s 
elite delighted and danced the night away at the 
chic Four Seasons Hotel Chicago at Clearbrook’s 
27th Annual Shining Star Ball. Approximately 
300 people, including many of Chicago’s most 
philanthropic, attended the annual black-tie gala 
that raised more than $1 million.

The event helped underwrite residential and day 

programs, as well as all therapies for children and 
adults supported by Clearbrook. These services 
define Clearbrook’s commitment to creating 
opportunities that change lives. Benefits may be 
seen daily or over time; however, as clients gain 
confidence and experience, they reach new skill 
levels and become more independent. 

“The Shining Star Ball has been Clearbrook’s 
premier fundraising event since its inception,” 
said Clearbrook President Carl M. La Mell. 
“It’s so wonderful to see original attendees now 
bringing their children and grandchildren to share 
in the fun. The evening’s festivities have truly 
become multi-generational with entertainment 
for all ages.”

The elegant evening began with cocktails and 
a silent auction, followed by dinner, live and 
reverse auctions, and drawing for the $5,000 
cash raffle prize. Live auction highlights 
were tickets to the Tony Bennett/Lady Gaga 
concert at Ravinia Festival, as well as a unique 

holiday cocktail party at the NEFF of Chicago 
Showroom in the Merchandise Mart that includes 
a guest appearance by Jim Cornelison, Chicago 
Blackhawks’ national anthem singer. Music was 
provided by The Dan Hayes Orchestra.

The Shining Star Ball Committee includes: Mrs. 
Sonja Baichwal, Mrs. Beverly Bystricky, Mrs. 
Mary Campobasso, Mrs. Michael Gentile, Mrs. 
Karen Guenther, Mrs. Adam Hoeflich, Mrs. 
Harold Jesser, Mrs. Richard Kent, Ms. Jennifer 
Lundal, Mrs. Scott Lundal, Mrs. Michael 
McCaskey, Mrs. Andrew McKenna, Mrs. Albert 
Miller, Mrs. Larry Organ, Mrs. Michael Pirron, 
Mrs. David Riley, Mrs. Michael Scholl, Miss 
Samantha Scholl, Mrs. Russell Scurto, Jr., Mrs. 
Gordon Segal, Mrs. Ronald R. Tomaszewski and 
Mrs. Elena Ziehm.

Next year’s Shining Star Ball will be held on 
Friday, April 29. For more information, please 
contact Gloria Drake at 847-385-5012 or 
gdrake@clearbrook.org.

Several ladies of the Shining Star Ball Committee

Always a Ball at Shining Star Ball

What is Old is New 
Again

On Saturday, May 23, the Clearbrook Guardians 
volunteer group organized and  hosted a garage 
sale in Palatine with proceeds benefiting 
Clearbrook. With many dedicated workers and 
donated items, the day was a success. Many 
thanks to the Clearbrook Guardians for all  
of their hard work and ongoing commitment to 
our cause!



Wags, Whiskers and Whimsy
Wag those tails and jump for joy because Clearbrook’s 2nd Annual Raise 
the Woof Pet Festival is coming back to Melas Park in Mount Prospect on 
Saturday, September 12 from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. In the morning, strut 
your mutt at the 2K Pet Parade and Walk where every human registrant will 
receive a T-shirt and goody bag and every four-legged registrant will receive 
a favor of their own. Then, join us at the finish line for activities and fun for 
the whole family, including pet vendors, demonstrations, animal friendly 

photo booth, puppy kissing booth, animal adoptions, Kid Zone, and food and drink booths. Also, be 
sure to check out our petting zoo and craft fair, giddy up with a pony ride, and display your favorite 
animal with face painting!

If competition is more your style, register for one of the many contests to showcase your pet’s skills, 
abilities and good looks. Contests include Look-A-Like, Most Amazing Trick, Most Obedient Animal 
and more. 

General admission to this one-of-a-kind event is free*. For more information or to register for the 
parade or contests, please visit clearbrook.org/raisethewoof or contact MacKenna Atteberry at 847-
385-5008 or matteberry@clearbrook.org. 

*Admission fees apply to Pet Parade participants, pet contests, select activities and food booths. Tickets 
are available online or day-of at the event. 
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Drivin’ for Clearbrook
Beautiful (almost!) weather, crisp courses and marvelous guests helped this year’s golf outings come 
together successfully.

Clearbrook Guardians Golf Outing 

On June 1, the course brightened for the 28th Annual Guardians Golf 
Outing at Kemper Lakes Golf Club in Kildeer. This year, nearly 70 
golfers welcomed back the ball launcher, similar to a golf ball firing 
bazooka. Also provided to the golfers throughout the day were lunch, 
dinner, an open bar, raffles, and silent and live auctions. To learn more 
about next year’s outing, please contact Gloria Drake at 847-385-5012 or  
gdrake@clearbrook.org.

A big thank-you to our corporate sponsors: Accurate Bearing, Active 
Alarm, Dan Ceglarek Family, Steve Ceglarek Family, Cigary, Garvey’s 
Office Products, Northern Bearing, Inc., RBI Bearings, Reebie 
Moving & Storage, Ringball Corporation, Sound Incorporated and  
Zurich North America

Women’s Classic Golf Outing 

The 14th Annual Women’s Classic Golf Outing was held at the beautiful, 
newly renovated Chevy Chase Country Club in Wheeling on Monday, 
June 8. Despite an afternoon thunderstorm, the golf loving women 
were able to play 13 of 18 holes full of surprises and giveaways, while 
sampling products. They also indulged in a brunch buffet with mimosas 
in the morning, fabulous trays of hors d’oeuvres and cocktails in the 
evening, and silent and live auctions. For more information about next 
year’s event, please contact MacKenna Atteberry at 847-385-5008 or  
matteberry@clearbrook.org.

A big thank-you to our corporate sponsors: Apex Landscaping, Inc., Arbonne International, Arlington 
Ford, Arlington Toyota Scion, Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., Avalon Salon and Spa, Benefit Express, 
BMO Harris Bank, Canon Business Solutions, Cookies by Joey, Culver’s, Deschutes Brewery, 
Encompass, FitGolf, Groot Industries, The Health Insurance Mart, Kohl’s, Le Chocolat du Brouchard,  
Anton Maletich, McCloud Services, Meijer, Plante Moran, John Steele, Village Bank and Trust, 
Walgreens and Wilson Sporting Goods.

Ready, aim, fire! Here, 
golfers shot their golf balls 
with a ball-zooka!

Nothing like a little  
apple-tini to break up  
the day!

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, October 20 
for the 7th Annual Around the World Food 
Tasting event at Arlington Toyota-Scion in 
Palatine from 5:30-8:00 PM. There will be 
delicious food tastings from 20 of Chicago’s 
favorite restaurants. 

The ticket price is $35/person in advance, $25/
person advance group rate (minimum of 4 

people) and $40/person at the door. After you 
are done tasting head over to our silent auction 
to bid on some great items and have a drink at 
our cash bar. You DO NOT want to miss this 
tasty event!

For more information or to be added to the 
mailing list, contact Hillary Bade at 847-385-
5009 or hbade@clearbrook.org.

Rev Up for First 
Look for Charity
The hottest date in February is the night before 
the Chicago Auto Show opens to the public and 
you are invited! Plan on joining us for the 2016 
First Look for Charity at the Chicago Auto Show 
held at McCormick Place on Friday, February 
12.  This special preview night offers guests an 
exclusive VIP experience, which features 20-plus 
delectable gourmet food and beverage stations, 
live entertainment, new car raffle and, of course, 
getting up close and personal to  more than 1,000 
new vehicles. Be a part of the largest one-day 
fundraising event in Chicago, while enjoying a 
tax-deductible evening of food, philanthropy and 
fun for all. Make it a memorable weekend with 
a special discounted rate at the Hyatt Regency 
McCormick Place.

A special thank-you to  Clearbrook sponsors, 
including Acme Refining, Advanced 
Telecommunications of Illinois, American 
Airlines, Assurance, ATF, BorgWarner 
Transmission Systems, MacLean-Fogg 
Company, Rivers Casino, Wintrust and our CATA 
Board Sponsor, Tony Guido at Arlington Heights 
Ford. Sponsors use the event and the Clearbrook 
hospitality suite to recognize employees, prospect 
and entertain clients, and have a fun evening with 
family and friends.

In 2015, Clearbrook was one of 18 area charities 
that benefitted from the show raising in access 
of $2.7 million dollars. First Look for Charity 
and the Chicago Auto Show are presented by the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Association (CATA), 
representing the new-car dealers of Chicagoland 
and northwest Indiana.

For further details and/or to sign-up, please 
contact Laura Warren at 847-385-5374 or 
lwarren@clearbrook.org.

Taste From Around the World
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For an evening of elegance 
and classic charm, join 
Clearbrook’s Associate 
Board of Directors on 
the Orient Express on 
Saturday, November 14 at 
Loft 644 in Chicago. This 
exclusive event will take 
place on a “platform,” 
where guests will be 
greeted and treated like 
passengers aboard the 
Orient Express. Test 
your luck at one of the 
casino tables, sip fabulous 
cocktails, sample plentiful hors d’oeuvres and 
enjoy the perfect mix of music. Guests will 
also enjoy a photo booth, dynamic raffle, silent 
auction and costume contests.

Book your adventure now with tickets from 
Istanbul to London at only $125 per person, 
which includes an open bar all evening, heavy 
hors d’oeuvres, casino chips, souvenir photo, 
opportunity to win a variety of prizes and more.

 
Clearbrook’s Associate Board is a group 
of Chicagoland-area young professionals 
committed to creating awareness for Clearbrook 
in the city of Chicago and raising funds for our 
cause through two annual events. To purchase 
tickets or for more details, please visit clearbrook.
org/orientexpress. For additional information, 
please contact MacKenna Atteberry at 847-385-
5008 or matteberry@clearbrook.org.

Night on the Orient Express

Wine, Dine and  
Unwind for Night  
to Remember
 
Mark your calendars now 
for an evening of wining and  
dining at the 52nd annual 
“A Grapevine of Friends” 
wine tasting, to be held  
on Saturday, February 27.

This year, the event will 
again be held at Westin 
Chicago Northwest in 
Itasca and will be another 
night to remember. Pamper 
your palate with more than 
60 different wines and 
learn about the various 
styles, aromas and flavors. 
Between wine flights and a craft beer tasting, 
enjoy delectable food stations offering cuisine 
from around the world and visit the silent auction 
tables. After you have had your fill of food and 
wine, you can dance the night away with music 
by a live band.

Proceeds from this event go to our Employment 
Services Program, which offers job opportunities 
to our adult clients within the community, as well 
our workshop. These opportunities allow our 
clients to better connect with the community and 
gain independence. 

For more information or to be added to  
the mailing list, please contact Hillary Bade at 
847-385-5009 or hbade@clearbrook.org.

Though it was a chilly morning, the sun poked her head through the clouds and made a spectacular 
appearance at Clearbrook’s annual Summer FunFest on Friday, June 26. A day of games, prizes, face 
painting, miniature horses and a petting zoo was in full swing for our adult clients and laughter could 
be heard for miles. A quick break at lunch for hamburgers, chips, fruit and ice cream refreshed and 
re-energized the clients for the final spectacle: the talent show. From Elvis impersonators to dancing 
fiends, clients were overjoyed by the success of the day at FunFest, taking home unforgettable memories 
and smiles.

FunFest would not have gone as well if it were not for the help of our enthusiastic and devoted volunteers, 
going out of their way in all aspects to make the clients happy. From passing out water and food, to 
helping with games and giveaways, the selfless people that make up the backbone of Clearbrook did 
not go unnoticed.

Clearbrook is especially appreciative of the many sponsors for this year’s FunFest, including: A.H. 
Vending & Food Services, Clearbrook Guardians, Crothall Health Service, Crystal Geyser, Dohn & 
Associates of Palatine, EmbroidMe, Gordon Food Services, Hinckley Springs, Jewel, Kemp’s Dairy, 
McDonald’s, Pepsi, Rett Syndrome Association of Illinois and Walgreens. 

Fun Times for All at Summer FunFest

Here, Clearbrook clients eagerly await the 2015 Summer FunFest talent show.

Members of Clearbrook’s Associate Board of Directors gather together during 
their big event last year.
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Tea Time
On Friday, May 8, clients and their mothers joined 
together at our Riley Building in Schaumburg 
for all kinds of delicious food and fun at 
Clearbrook’s annual Mother’s Day Tea. Pictured 
here are Penny Schwent and her daughter, Emily.

Day with Dad
On Friday, June 19, fathers and sons united for 
great food at our Riley Building in Schaumburg 
during Clearbrook’s annual Father’s Day 
BBQ. Pictured here are Tom Rosiejka and  
his son, Jordan.

Olympic Bound
On Friday, June 12, Clearbrook clients (from left 
to right) Larry, Ryan, Marty and Tracey attended 
the opening ceremony at the Special Olympics 
games in Bloomington. We are proud of our 
clients for making it to the Special Olympics and 
even more proud of their accomplishments.

Congratulations to Clearbrook’s team of staff that competed in Daily Herald’s 2015 Fittest Loser 
Challenge for local businesses! With the name of Work In Progress, the cross-departmental team 
consisted of Emily Fencl, Lindsey Mahaney, Kelly Neurauter, Tamala Russell and Grace Smiley. The 
contest lasted 12 weeks and the team’s goal was two pounds per week per person. Although they did not 
win the contest, they lost nearly 80 lbs. collectively and anywhere from 10 to 25 lbs. each. A shout-out 
to Clearbrook’s Brittany Knight for providing nutritional information, personal training and continued 
motivation for the team.

Co-worker Camaraderie Gained During 
Fitness Challenge

Forever in Our Memories
Ronald Lohn (client) – A resident of the Lattof Commons for 
nearly 30 years and one of the originals, Ronald enjoyed soda more 
than just about anyone. He was always very friendly and liked to 
hang out in the lobby to talk with the staff and vendors. 

Going to  
the Zoo

On Saturday, May 2, approximately 200 of Clearbrook’s adult clients – including some of our most 
medically fragile – were extended free invitations to spend the day at Brookfield Zoo. With the 
assistance of volunteer guides, everybody was able to enjoy a tour, dolphin show, various exhibits and a 
complimentary lunch. According to Liliana Guzman, one of Clearbrook’s habilitation aides, “The zoo 
trip was by far one of the best Clearbrook trips I’ve ever attended. It was very well organized and a lot 
of fun was had by clients and staff alike.” A special thank-you to Brookfield Zoo for tapping into our 
wild side!



Esther Brown was presented with the “Special 
Recognition Award” for going above and beyond 
the call of duty. A volunteer at Clearbrook since 
2013, Esther has devoted 115 hours of time to 
shopping and decorating our group homes with 
an emphasis on the new ones. She has always 
wanted to give back to the community and have 
a hand in changing people’s lives by redesigning 
and decorating homes.

John Dalley was the recipient of the “Krause 
Founder’s Award” for his long-term commitment 
to Clearbrook. In December 2000, John requested 
the opportunity to adopt three Clearbrook clients 
who do not have any family for the holidays. The 

next year, he asked several of his friends to do 
the same thing. Shortly thereafter, it became an 
annual tradition for up to 50 clients each holiday 
season. They buy three to four gifts per adopted 
client from their wish lists, nicely wrap them and 
drop them off at Clearbrook.

Larry Hayes was acknowledged with the 
“Exceptional Merit Award” for making a 
profound impact on the lives of Clearbrook 
clients since 2009. Truly exceptional in every 
single way, Larry has donated nearly $33,000 to 
our cause. Not only that, but Larry has attended 
and supported many of our fundraising events, 
including the Guardians and Palm Court Golf 
Outings, Shining Star Ball and Jelly Belly Days.

Joslyn Kerman received the “Rising Star 
Award,” which recognizes the inspirational 
and powerful role that the younger generation 
plays in Clearbrook’s future. As a volunteer in 
Clearbrook’s Take A Break In The Afternoon 
Program in DuPage since September 2010, 
Joslyn is exceptionally reliable and has become 
a trusted leader who the families, children and 
program overall can always count on. She has 
regularly attended one Saturday per month, even 
showing up for part of the time when faced with 
scheduling conflicts, like after ACT testing and 
prior to homecoming and prom.

Northrup Grumman Corporation, a leading 
global security company, was the recipient of the 
“Special Friend of Clearbrook Award.” For the 

past 19 years, their employees have supported 
Clearbrook in multiple ways. First, they have been 
inviting our adult residential clients to nearby 
Harper College to fish in their pond. Second, 
Northrup Grumman employees are encouraged 
to donate toys and other items to the children in 
Clearbrook’s CHILD Therapy Services Program 
each holiday season.

Bob and Irene Wojcik won the “Leap of Faith 
Award” for their outstanding dedication to 
helping Clearbrook achieve its mission. The 
Wojciks have been volunteers for our Take A 
Break In The Afternoon Program since October 
2010. Every Thursday, they report to Take A 
Break to help out in any way that they can – from 
offering their laps for the children to sit upon to 
bringing snacks, drinks and paper supplies. They 
always arrive early, leave late and fill the program 
with love and laughter.

Christine Ziemba, who has been with Clearbrook 
since 2001, was awarded with the “Spirit of 
Service Award.” This award is presented to a 
staff member whose volunteer efforts exemplify 
the spirit of Clearbrook. Christine, who currently 
serves as our Coordinator of Community 
Employment, volunteered at our former resale 
shop and regularly attends a multitude of our 
fundraising events. On top of that, Christine 
is always happy to volunteer at Clearbrook’s  
annual client holiday party, as well as help  
the clients make dessert for our Women’s  
Classic golf outing.

Annual Dinner Celebrated Volunteerism
There is no greater gift than time and talent. This was proven once again on Thursday, June 25 when approximately 200 volunteers in our network of 1,400-
plus were personally thanked during Clearbrook’s combined Annual Board of Directors Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Dinner at Avalon Banquets in 
Elk Grove Village. While Clearbrook is greatly appreciative of all volunteers, six individuals, one corporation and one group were recognized for their award-
worthy dedication. The 2015 recipients are as follows:
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You, too, can make a difference in Clearbrook. Please contact the Volunteer Hotline at 847-870-7748 to learn more about joining the ranks of Clearbrook’s 
award caliber volunteers.

(From left to right) John Dalley, Alex Pundy of 
Northrup Grumman, Joslyn Kerman, Christine 
Ziemba, Clearbrook President Carl M. La Mell, 
Esther Brown, Irene Wojcik, Bob Wojcik, Larry Hayes 
and Daunise Kimball of Northrup Grumman 

Thanks to a collective effort by many large 
groups of volunteers, cleaning was in session 
this past spring at Clearbrook. Not only did 
several of our locations get new facelifts, but 
new memories and friendships were made. 
From pulling weeds and planting new plants to 
manicures and barbeques, we could not have 
hoped for anything more. Of course, none of 
this would have been possible without every-

body’s ongoing support. We now have freshly 
painted rooms and railings at our Getz Building 
in Palatine, Lattof Commons in Rolling Mead-
ows and six group homes, as well as 1,000 bags 
of mulch laid out and a brand new chalk wall. 
Our adult clients also had a lot of fun with the 
volunteers doing arts and crafts projects. Like 
most non-profit organizations, Clearbrook is 
significantly dependent on support from the 

communities and volunteer projects and we 
thank everyone who participated. We would like 
to express our deep appreciation to ASBO-Illi-
nois Association of School Business Officials, 
Assurance, Convergint Technologies, Deloite 
LLC, First Presbyterian Church & Southminster 
Service, Metrosquash and Nicor Advanced En-
ergy for taking the time to get their hands dirty 
and bring smiles to the faces of the Clearbrook 

ASBO-Illinois employees pose together at the client 
barbeque on Tuesday, April 28 after a fun-filled day 
of painting bedrooms and living rooms, installing 
new railings, and pulling weeds at six Clearbrook 
group homes throughout the Chicagoland-area.

Volunteers Make BIG Things Happen

Deloitte employees came determined to make a 
difference on Friday, June 5 by throwing down lots of 
mulch and ripping the weeds out of the Clearbrook’s 
Lattof Commons in Rolling Meadows and two 
nearby group homes for a great new look to  
start the summer.

Walgreens employees provided a spa day on Monday, 
May 4 at our Krause Building in Rolling Meadows. 
Here, one of our clients enjoys a relaxing moment 
during a manicure and pedicure.



This summer at Clearbrook has 
been unlike any other. We, along 
with other programs and services 
funded by the State of Illinois, 
began fiscal year 2016 without 
an approved budget from the 
Illinois General Assembly. I am 
hopeful that as you read this, the 
budget crisis and the unrest it 
has created for Clearbrook, other 
organizations and thousands of 
families are over. If that is not the case, then 
please be assured during the interim that all of 
our energy continues to be directed to “business 
as usual” until there is resolution and we know 
the repercussions.

In the meantime, I encourage you to join 
Clearbrook’s “Calling All Friends” email 
campaign if you have not already. This 
collaborative effort, now in its sixth year, serves 
as Clearbrook’s front line toward securing 
and maintaining a solid future for people 
with intellectual/developmental disabilities. 
The hope of the campaign is that participants 
will call and/or email their legislators when 
requested, in addition to forming a second line 
comprised of people of their choosing who 
will also contact their legislators. The time 
commitment is minimal and could translate 
into a world of difference for our clients. To 
sign up, please email us at callingallfriends@
clearbrook.org.

 

While fundraising has always 
been integral to our organization’s 
financial health and relationship 
building, its role has perhaps never 
been more critical. Evidenced by 
the upcoming events, there are a 
variety of opportunities to be a part 
of Clearbrook and have a great time 
doing so. Pack your pets, try your 
luck, bring your appetite, or travel 
back in time! There is something for 

everyone on the calendar! Starting on Saturday, 
September 12th, our 2nd Annual Raise the 
Woof Pet Festival returns to Melas Park in 
Mount Prospect for fun, frills and frolicking 
for furbabies (and their parents). A few weeks 
later on Saturday, October 3rd, it will be luck of 
the draw at Clearbrook Guardians Fall Casino 
Night at our Getz Building in Palatine. Then, 
taste buds will be tantalized during our Around 
the World Food Tasting on Tuesday, October 
20th at Arlington Toyota-Scion in Palatine. 
Finally, all aboard for our Associate Board’s A 
Night on the Orient Express event at Loft 644 
in the city on Saturday, November 14th. For 
additional details and/or to register, visit our 
website at clearbrook.org/events.

As we celebrate our 60th year, it seems most 
appropriate to say a special thank you for 
accompanying us on our journey. The road 
may be rough on occasion; however, with your 
support, the destination is in sight.
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Donate Now & Donate Often
In each edition of the Channel, we enclose a 
remittance envelope for contributions. If you 
have it in your heart (and wallet) to financially 
support Clearbrook, please take the time to 
fill out this envelope and send it to us now. 
Whatever you can afford at this time would 
be much appreciated. Thank you in advance!

FEEL GOOD ABOUT DONATING 
TO CLEARBROOK

Say YES to ratios that consistently beat the 
recommended standards used by watchdog 
agencies, such as Better Business Bureau, 
CharityWatch and GuideStar, to evaluate 
the financial performance of a non-profit 
organization. Clearbrook leads the pack with 
only 8% applied to administrative overhead.

President’s Message

Fall Back into Volunteering
Make a difference this autumn through 

volunteering! To learn how, call the 
Clearbrook Volunteer Hotline at 

847-870-7748.

August 10, 2015
Clearbrook Challenge

September 12, 2015
Raise the Woof Pet Festival

October 3, 2015
Clearbrook Guardians Fall  
Casino Night

October 20, 2015
Around the World Food Tasting

November 14, 2015
A Night on the Orient Express

December 1, 2015
Giving Tuesday

February 12, 2016
First Look for Charity at Auto Show

February 27, 2016
Friends Wine Tasting

If you are among the millions who 
get their social networking kicks on 
Facebook or Twitter, please be sure to 
like or join our cause on them. Indeed, 
Clearbrook has a presence on both of 
these popular websites and, with your 
help, we can further spread the word 
about our life-enhancing programs and 
services. In particular, the goal of our presence 
on Facebook (facebook.com/clearbrook) and 
Twitter (@clearbrook1) is to connect people 
to Clearbrook and our mission in a new way. 
So, jump on board with us or encourage your 
internet savvy kids to do so and then recruit 
your friends to the Clearbrook cause.

On Trend: Clearbrook on  
Facebook and Twitter


